[The effects on growth velocity of inhaled corticosteroids therapy in children with asthma].
Studies have demonstrated growth suppressive effects in case of use of inhaled corticosteroids therapy. To assess growth velocity during 12 months of inhaled corticosteroids therapy in children with persistent asthma. Measurements of height were performed in the study group including 109 children with mild and moderately severe, persistent asthma, after 12 month with low or medium doses of either beclomethasone dipropionate or fluticasone propionate. The results were compared with a control group including 71 children with asthma treated with montelukast or cromones. There were statistically significant differences between study group and controls concerning the growth velocity after 3 months of inhaled glucocorticoid therapy (GSI). The velocity of growth was decreased in the study group compared to controls after 3 months of treatment, but the differences become unsignificant after 12 months of therapy.